#MIGRATION

Climbing over razor wire fences, taking to sea in leaking boats or stowing away in airless containers, refugees and migrants around the world risk their lives every day in desperate attempts to find safety or a better life. “Europe cannot close eyes, otherwise the idea of Europe is at stake”, Matteo Renzi said mid June.  
Physical movement by humans (1) from one area to another, sometimes over long distances or in large groups, is ancient. In modern times, the movement of populations has continued under the form of both voluntary migration and involuntary migration (which includes the slave trade, trafficking in human beings, ethnic cleansing and climate change). There is linkage between movements of refugees and asylum seekers, the broader phenomenon of international migration, and the rule of law and human rights.
20 June, World Refugee Day: one of the purposes of the United Nations, as stated in its Charter, is "to achieve international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character." The UN first did this in the aftermath of the Second World War on the devastated continent of Europe, which it helped to rebuild. One of the four UN entities that have primary roles in the delivery of relief assistance is the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) (2).
On 17 December 2010 there is a public self-burning in Sidi Bouzid in Tunesia, an action that started mass protests against Tunesian government. Consequence is a chain reaction, by which rises a revolt in the greater part of the Arab world. Now, recent news tells us that world-wide almost 60 million people are on the run, displaced or asylum seekers. The political unrest originated flows of migration to countries around and to the EU. Asylum seekers (and economic migrants) come  from Kosovo, North-Africa (mainly to Italy and Malta) and from the Middle East (to Greece). 1st Quarter this year, about 185K asylum requests (2014: 110K) were made (3). 
Can the phenomenon be properly managed? What role can the EU play? The EU does not have a genuine common policy to deal with such substantial numbers of migrants. Each country has its own entry standards, with as foundation that an application can be submitted only in the country of arrival (4). But there are already some existing foundations, related to migration:
· a territory without internal borders in which the free movement of persons is guaranteed (Schengen Area), entered into force in 1995. It abolished checks at the internal borders and created a single external border. The rules governing visas and the right to asylum are also common for all Schengen countries. There is focus on cooperation and coordination of the work of the police and judicial authorities;

· Frontex (set up in 2004), promotes, coordinates and develops European border management in line with the EU fundamental rights charter applying the concept of Integrated Border Management. Frontex helps border authorities from different EU countries work together;
· The EU is working towards a common European Asylum System through EASO (5), that provides registration, takes fingerprints and investigates whether the refugee can attain asylum.

EU’s new proposal to reallocate quota is not welcomed. There is not enough support and solidarity from member states. But more policies (of which the last 2 are still missing legal basis) were discussed to manage migration flows from third-world countries. In June, and under pressure of a wave of migrants and human trafficking: 
· an appeal was made to the emergency regulation Art. 78, par. 3 of the TFEU (6) and one agreed 12 months information gathering about networks of smuggling people to monitor their activities for the Libyan coast. The mission will start first at sea until the EU has permission to go ashore in Libya (operation “Eunavfor Med”);

· intervention by European militaries to seize suspicious vessels, while moving into territorial waters, and

· to destroy boats. This would require a mandate by UNSC (Russia voiced already to oppose: “smugglers could not be compared to pirates”) or assent from the Libyan government. 
The issue does not resolve by national thinking. Such thinking can lead to conflict with each other and to a possible further step towards disintegration. The inflow of substantial numbers of migrants asks joint action.
Sources and notes:

1. Oxford dictionaries: “migration, movement of people to a new area or country in order to find work or better living conditions”;
2. UNHCR works with governments around the world to help them respond to some of these challenges in a coherent and practical way. An example of this is a 10-point plan which UNHCR is implementing. It sets out key areas in which action is required to address mixed migration in countries of origin, transit and destination: 1) cooperation among key partners; 2) data collection and analysis; 3) protection-sensitive entry systems; 4) reception arrangements; 5) mechanisms for profiling and referral; 6) differentiated processes and procedures; 7) solutions for refugees; 8) addressing secondary movements; 9) return arrangements for non-refugees and alternative migration options; and 10) information strategy.  

3. Eurostat, European University Institute;

4. Dublin Convention 1990 and Dublin Regulation (2003);

5. European Asylum Support Office, created February 2009. The aim is to ensure that individual asylum cases are dealt with in a coherent way by all member-states;

6. In the event of one or more Member States being confronted with an emergency situation characterised by a sudden inflow of nationals of third countries, the Council, on a proposal from the Commission, may adopt provisional measures for the benefit of the  member State(s) concerned. It shall act after consulting the European Parliament;
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