#IDENTITY and #EUROPEANS
How to explain the concept of identity? Is identity important? Unlimited? Variable? Are there aspects missed? And what is a European?

Identity is not only shaped by your passport (you officially know who you are), language, ethnic background, your character and characteristics, ideas, username and password for accessing the Internet (where moreover one easily controls various identities through identity settings), but also when you're completely in line and have feeling with one or more local, regional, national, pan-European, universal communities and environments.

Identity is a dynamic and changes by both from yourself as what happens to us when values in communities, traditions, manners and lifestyles change. Not only for citizens of Europe, but also for Americans (1) and all other inhabitants of this earth.
A European is an inhabitant of the European continent and linked that way with Europe. A resident of an EU country has European citizenship and is within the area of the European Union in another way connected to shared values, common misery, prosperity, and well-being. 
If we focus on the most concrete example of pan-Europe, namely the EU, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the Union announces that "the peoples of Europe are resolved to share a peaceful future based on rights and common values: democracy, dignity, freedoms, equality, solidarity, tolerance, the rule of law, citizen’s rights, justice.” This announcement, together with common currency, European taxes, the flag of the Council of Europe and the European Union, and the European anthem, might formally represent European identity, a spirit in which Europeans are connected.
Napoleon Bonaparte, France's most successful general in the Revolutionary wars, defender of France, of the values of the revolution and as reformer of the administration in Europe with the "Civil Code", is called as the first true European.

Your true identity may well be easy to answer with a passport, virtual by an internetaccount or with text in the Charter, but is not so simple to explain when it comes to whether you feel really connected to common miseries, prosperity, and well-being and thus feel European. Already Plato thought about a concept of identity, sameness, and difference. 
But the debate continues to go. IGO’s, NGO’s, academics, politicians all work closely with the concept of European identity, within the postmodern era e.g by.:

· the polymath George Steiner with the notion ‘The Idea of Europe’;

· Jürgen Habermas (concept of identity (2), ‘The European Citizen: Just a Myth? and ‘EU Vs USSR’ Why European Identity Will Never Work’); 
· NEXUS Institute with themes as ‘Europe, A Beautiful Idea?’, ‘Je suis Européen’ (3) and on European humanism and European spirit ‘Identity Please!’ (4);
· the European Commission with research and amoung others with the policy review ‘The Development of European Identity/Identities: Unfinished Business’ (5)
· Guy Verhofstadt during a meeting on ‘European  Identity’ (6);
· the Austrian presidency of the EU Council through the conference ‘The Sound of Europe’ (7).
As long as there exists no comprehensive and sustainable emotional ties and there is not a widespread European artistic, literary, social and intellectual movement, the discussion will provisionally not be played out. The people of Europe are a companionship, people who do something together. Fortunately, in Europe is since WW II peace through cooperation and not through clash of arms in the foreground. 
That there is need for passion, a European spirit and Europeans is long been debated. Phillip Blom, a historian, novelist, journalist and translator seemed to hit a core during the NEXUS conference by saying “Je suis Européen. I mean a feeling: to be at home under a European sky and in European values.”
Sources and notes:
1.  http://www.aspeninstitute.org/about/blog/afternoon-of-conversation-aspen-ideas-festival-touches-all-aspects-identity;
2. Habermas claims that an identity arises in three main stages: theorem of integration, theorem of identity and theorem of conformity;
3. https://www.nexus-instituut.nl/nexus-activities/184-je-suis-europeen;
4. https://www.nexus-instituut.nl/en/nexus-activiteit/33-identity-please;
5. http://ec.europa.eu/research/social-sciences/pdf/policy_reviews/development-of-european-identity-identities_en.pdf 
                                this policy review serves multiple purposes: it not only pays tribute to the research projects conducted under the auspices of the Socio-Economic Sciences and Humanities Programme over the past decade, but also looks into this research for answers on how different processes of identification with the European Union and its integration project take shape and evolve over time, and on how to reinforce solidarity among Europeans.
6. Verhofstadt characterizes the European identity as personal and multiple. A multiple identity is not threatening to the identity of nations and
      excludes no one. Verhofstadt advocated solidarity and supranational authority;
7. amoung others, on the development and strengthening of a “”we-awareness” amoung the populations of Europe.
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